
English 10 • Fahrenheit 451 • Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

Instructions
prior to beginning Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 consider the following questions:

1. Who should be in charge of monitoring the types of materials (books, music, movies, etc.) we are exposed to?

2. Potter Stewart, an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court, stated, “Censorship reflects a society’s 
lack of confidence in itself.” What do you think about this statement? Is he correct?

3. Is it important that society be comprised (made up) of thinking individuals? Why or why not? How are thinking 
individuals formed?

4. In 1983, four members of the Alabama State Textbook Committee called for the rejection of Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young Girl because it is a “real downer.” (This is the actual diary kept by Anne Frank during her 
forced captivity in an attic as she and her family hid from the Nazis during the Holocaust.) Should a book be 
banned because it brings up uncomfortable subjects or triggers unpleasant thoughts in the reader’s mind? Why 
or why not?

5. As far as their ability to engage the mind, which do you believe to be better: books or movies? Why?

6. According to Article 19 in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “Everyone has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive 
and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” Is this an important right to 
have? Why or why not?

7. What do you think is at the heart of our desire for greater and greater speed? What do we gain? What do we lose?

8. “Television is a really dreadful influence on all of us. Don’t ever look at local television news again. It’s all junk. 
There’s no news, there’s no information. It’s negative, negative, negative. You look at that, and you think the 
world is coming to an end. Television is very dangerous, because it repeats and repeats and repeats our disasters 
instead of our triumphs.” — Ray Bradbury, Paris Voice, 1990. Agree? Disagree? Explain.

9. T.S. Eliot said, “The remarkable thing about TV is that it permits several million people to laugh at the same 
joke—and still I feel lonely.” How is this loneliness possible when over 20 million people are also engaged in the 
same activity? Can you apply this quote to other elements of technology: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
elsewhere on the Internet, cell phones, texting, etc.?

10. Is entertainment addictive? Can it serve the same purposes as drugs or alcohol? Explain.

11. Why would those in control of society want to suppress knowledge? Why are ideas “dangerous”?

12. How is knowledge power? How do we benefit from learning different points of view?

13. Why are non-thinking, illiterate people generally easy to control?

14. We are a society that seems to lust after entertainment, to make it the entire focus of life. Do you think our 
purpose in life is to be entertained? What is our purpose in life? What role should entertainment play in our lives?

15. A character in Fahrenheit 451 (Beatty) suggests that mindless entertainment can weaken or destroy the mind. 
What do you think about mindless entertainment?

16. If all books were going to be destroyed tomorrow, which one book would you want to save? Why?

Answers to all questions should be thoughtful and written in complete sentences!
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Average time per week that the American child ages 2-17 spends watching television: 19 hours 40 minutes
Percentage of children ages 8-16 who have a TV in their bedroom: 56%
Number of TV commercials viewed by American children per year: 20,000
Age by which children can develop brand loyalty: 2 years old

What effect do you think the above TV habits have on the minds of children and all people?


